thought it would pay the rent so I could do what I really wanted to do which was to sing and play ragtime piano in the piano bars. When I got my first piano job in an Irish Bar it was uptown, far away from NYU so I didn`t feel it was necessary to mention this night job to my boss.
It was in that New York Irish Bar that I first got the idea for Jazz Chants so Billy Carroll`s Town Club has a very special place in my heart. I was playing and singing my old ragtime music when a friend of mine came up to me and said, the rhythm of the music I was playing. From that moment on I began to listen to the language with a new awareness and to bring my students the beat of jazz by simply tapping on my desk. It began to work very well and I could see that my students were beginning to get the sound system of spoken American English. I had decided to call it Jazz Chants and I went to my boss with an idea. I said I had found something new to do with the rhythms of American Jazz and could I have a large auditorium and invite any student who wishes to join us in the late afternoon to practice their English to Jazz. My wonderful boss, Professor Rudy Bernard, not 
